AGASTYAPANDITA's BALA BHARATA

/ides him a job and also an opportunity to take vengence over
pada. In turn the defeated king Drupada begets a son to kill
na. Later Droga's death at the hands of Dhj-stadyumna enrages
atthama and he finally takes revenge and kills the Upapdndavas
. Ultimately his life is cursed to a solitary forest living. Thus
story of a family that starts with the search for food ends in
final frustration of that family.

BALABHARATA gives out the stories of two Raksasas in
lil. Both present the story of food. Hidimbasura smells the
ian presence in the forest and tries to kill Bhima, but is finally
^d by Bhima. His desire is to eat human beings. Second is
story of Baka. He also, is accustomed to kill and eat human
igs. But the villagers of Ekacakrapura arrive at an agreement
i him. Accordingly they start sending cart loads of cooked rice
[ddition to a man everyday. This suggests that the demon need

necessarily eat human meat. The latter is just a special dish
him. Otherwise he is satisfied with the cooked rice daily. Even
demons with mighty powers do require food and they should
forth effort to secure it and in doing so they are not expected to
ate Dharma, yet they start killing men. Hence they are finally
sd because of their own evil deeds. Thus Agastya gives out the
noniacal approach to the problems of food and its consequences
) in this Kavya.

The story of food does not end there. Bhima who kills the
nons is fond of too much food himself. He drinks the divine
ip in the Ndgaloka, yet his appetite is not quenched. Even while
is going to fight Bakasura his concern is mainly to eat the cart
d of cooked rice to his heart's content. Later on his service
the court of Virata as a Head cook suggests his fascination for
>d, and finally his gluttony is exposed when Agastya writes that
; reason for Bhima's downfall on the way in Mahdprastana is his
srindulgence in eating (^P-ldlR/ldl). Further Agastya intentionally
ntions that Dharmaja leaves the Dvaitavana, as he is requested
the forest animals which fear the possible paucity of food in that